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Statement of the World Movement for Democracy Steering Committee regarding
Yevgeniy Zhovtis’ Conviction

The Steering Committee of the World Movement for Democracy strongly condemns the recent trial
and conviction of Kazakhstani human rights activist Yevgeniy Zhovtis, a World Movement Steering
Committee member. Today, Mr. Zhovtis was convicted of vehicular manslaughter and sentenced to
four years in prison by the Balkhash District Court in the Almaty Region in Kazakhstan.

On 26 July 2009, Mr. Zhovtis was involved in a car accident, resulting in the tragic death of a
pedestrian, Kanat Moldabayev. It appears that Kazakhstani authorities exploited this unfortunate
accident to politicize the investigation and punish Mr. Zhovtis for his human rights work, evidenced
by the fact that the investigation and the subsequent trial were rife with procedural violations.
Specifically, Mr. Zhovtis was initially not informed that he was a defendant in the case while for two
weeks he was cooperating with authorities as a witness to the accident. During the trial, the judge
ignored Mr. Zhovtis’ defense requests and only provided 40 minutes for his defense team to prepare
their final arguments.

The Steering Committee of the World Movement for Democracy calls for a full investigation by the
appeals court into the various procedural violations that occurred during the investigation and trial.
We encourage the international community, especially the diplomatic community, to urge the
Kazakhstani authorities to immediately release Mr. Zhovtis. We also call on the Organization for
Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) to reconsider Kazakhstan’s 2010 OSCE Chairmanship
as this case shows the country is ignoring fair trial standards.

We express our solidarity with fellow Steering Committee member Yevgeniy Zhovtis.

On behalf of the Steering Committee of the World Movement for Democracy:
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The Rt. Hon. Kim Campbell
Former Prime Minister of Canada

— STEERING COMMITTEE -

Mariclaire Acosta, Mexico - Mahnaz Afkhami, Iran - Igor Blazevi¢, Bosnia - Francesca Bomboko, Democratic Republic of Congo

Kim Campbell (Chair), Canada - Kavi Chongkittavorn, Thailand - Michael Danby, Australia - Alicija Derkowska, Poland - lvan Doherty, Ireland

Han Dongfang (Vice Chair), China - Yuri Dzhibladze, Russia - David French, United Kingdom - Hannah Forster, Gambia - Carl Gershman, United States

Paul Graham, South Africa - Bambang Harymurti, Indonesia - Jana Hybaskova, Czech Republic - Melinda Quintos de Jesus, Philippines

Hisham Kassem, Egypt - Asma Khader, Jordan - Maina Kiai, Kenya - Reginald Matchaba-Hove, Zimbabwe - George Mathew, India

Roel von Meijenfeldt, The Netherlands - Can Paker (Treasurer), Turkey - Inna Pidluska, Ukraine - Jacqueline Pitanguy, Brazil - Carlos Ponce, Venezuela
Elisabeth Ungar (Secretary), Colombia - Yevgeniy Zhovtis, Kazakhstan
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