July 27, 2004 

Press release

Establishing a Forum for Democratic Reform

 in the Arab Region

 A number of the public figures and human rights activists from 8 Arab countries agreed to establish the “Forum for Democratic Reform in the Arab Region”. It aims at activating and contributing to the process of reform in the Arab countries. The said figures assigned the Cairo Institute for Human Rights Studies (CIHRS) coordination in the process of establishment. 

The Forum will endeavor to achieve its goals through the following:

1- Creating channels for interaction, experience exchange and benefiting from lessons learnt relevant to the process of reform. This would be fulfilled through meetings, conferences and workshops in which political and civil activists would participate. This is on all levels: parties, syndicates, businessmen and NGOs, particularly human rights ones. Besides, public figures such as: academicians, journalists, intellectuals and others – including actors from the governing elites – from within and outside the Arab region, particularly from countries that had or are experiencing similar circumstances. 

2- Seeking to widely circulate such lessons and experiences in the Arab world. 

3- Taking and declaring definite stances regarding the issues relevant to reform. 

4- Launching a web site for disseminating the most important relevant documents, programs, articles and studies.

The said figures had met on the sidelines of the conference on “Priorities and Mechanisms for Reform in the Arab Region”. The conference was organized by the CIHRS, the Egyptian Organization for Human Rights and Al Siyassa El Dawliya Journal in Cairo, July 5-7, 2004. Around 100 participants from 15 Arab states took part in the proceedings of the conference. The establishment of the Forum was among the recommendations of the final report of the conference. 

The founders formed an establishing committee comprising 18 members. They agreed to include Aktham Naissa, Head of the Committees for Defending Human Rights in Syria, whose trial started yesterday as an honorary member till his release. Aktham was informed about the Forum yesterday during his trial and he welcomed joining the Forum. 

The establishing preparatory committee includes:

	1.
	Abdel Aziz Khamis
	Supervisor of the Saudi Center for Human Rights

	2.
	Aktham Naissa
	Head of the Committees For Defending Freedoms and Human Rights - Syria

	3.
	Bahey El Din Hassan
	CIHRS Director

	4.
	Boshra Belhag Hemida
	Lawyer at the Democratic Women Association – Tunisia

	5.
	Dalal El Bezri
	Socology professor – Lebanon

	6.
	Essam Al Khafagy
	Academician, Director of the Center for Iraq Resources

	7.
	Fareeda Al Naqaash
	Coordinator of the Forum of the Women Associations for Development – Egypt

	8.
	Ghanem Gawaad
	Head of the Culture Unit at El Kho’ei – Iraq

	9.
	Hafez Abu Seada
	Secretary General of the Egyptian Organization for Human Rights.

	10.
	Hussein Abdel Razek
	Coordinator of the Committee for Denendig Democracy – Egypt

	11.
	Jihad El Zin
	Essayist at Al Nahaar Newspaper Lebanon 

	12.
	Kamal El Ebiedi
	Tunisian Journalist and Human Rights defender

	13.
	Mohammed El Romeihi
	Professor and writer – Kwait

	14.
	Morad Allal
	Coordinator of the Civil Euro-Mediterranean Forum

	15.
	Mostafa Boshashi
	Lawyer and member of the Algerian League for Human Rights

	16.
	Nihad Nahhas
	Secretary of the Syrian Association for Human Rights

	17.
	Osama Al Ghazali Harb
	Editor-in-Chief of Al Siyassa Al Dawliya Journal - Egypt

	18.
	Shebli Mallat
	Lawyer and Professor at San Joseph University – Lebanon


Currently, there are preparations for holding the founding meeting of the Forum to be attended by about 100 members who are currently being made members by the preparatory committee. The founding meeting will elect an executive committee and draw a by-law and a work plan for the Forum. 

In its first meeting, the preparatory committee assigned Bahey El Din Hassan to undertake the coordination responsibilities in the establishment phase. The Forum issued its first press release on the human crisis in Darfur(Attached). 

October 21, 2004 

Forging the Will of the Tunisian People: Reinforcement of violence

Press Release by the Forum for democratic Reform in the Arab World

On October 2004, Tunisia witnesses the first elections since the last amendments to the Tunisian Constitution. By virtue of such amendments, the incumbent president, Zein El Abedin Bin Ali is entitled to run for the presidency whenever he wishes and enjoy legal impunity for life irrespective of the consequences of his policies since assuming power in 1987.

There is media blackout accompanying these elections, in which Arab mass media is involved being known for mixing honest press stories and paid-for ads, in violation of the ethics of journalism. The Tunisian elections resemble the majority of Arab elections regarding disrespect of the international standards for free and fair elections. 

The Forum believes that any elections held, as is the case in Tunisian currently, in the absence of the right to freedom of expression, press and assembly, under the hegemony of the ruling party over all state institutions, particularly the judiciary and with the continuing persecution and detention of political opponents, can not be deemed free nor fair. 

The Forum expresses that extending the amendments of the Arab laws and constitutions and rigging elections for backing the hegemony of a certain party or family over authority and the rejection of peaceful access to power would lead to loss of confidence in elections as a route for reform and democracy. It will also be leverage for those who believe that violence is the only means for changing the situation. 

The signatories to the press release seize the opportunity of the Tunisian elections to point out that the selection of Tunisia by the US administration to host the office of “Middle East Partnership Initiative” reflects how the issue of reform in being taken light as well as the right of the Arab world to end absolutism and corruption.  

