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ollowing more than one hundred and
fifty-nine  years of independence,
Liberia dtill has a very low level of
participatory democracy; citizens are not fully

involved in the governance process of their
motherland.

The first independent nation in Africa, Liberia has
an illiteracy rate of over 70% with youth and
woman participation in governance, leadership
and decision-making at the local severely limited.
There remains a huge gap in communication flow
from top-to-bottom and vice versa, thus denying
ordinary Liberians the opportunity to make their
voices heard and to fully exercise their democratic
rights. This problem has been worsened by the
fifteen years of civil conflict which devastated the
country’s economic, sociad and political
institutions. Some progress has been made in
recent years as a product of determined efforts by
local civil society organizations with support of
international partners.

The National Youth Movement for Transparent
Elections-Partners for Democratic Development has
taken the challenge to increase citizens' participation in
governance, leadership, and decision-making; and
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equip citizens with the requisite knowledge and skills
that would make their voices heard. NAYMOTE-
PADD chief sponsor is the National Endowment for
Democracy (NED) based in Washington DC. We also
receive support for project activities from UNDP, TFD
and US Embassy.

CIVIC EDUCATION FOR

DEMOCRATIC GOVERNANCE
During the month of November 2006, NAYMOTE-
PADD new initiative — the “Partners for Democratic
Development” post elections project — has made
substantive impacts in schools and communities in
Liberia. Under the NED-sponsored project, “Civic
Education for Democratic Governance’, NAYMOTE-
PADD takes policy makers and outstanding
personalities to school campuses and communities
where they share experiences, skills and knowledge on
various democracy themes that would stimulate
increase youth participation in Liberia's post-conflict
democratic process.

We also engage communities to encourage them
to embark on self-initiatives at the local level, in
order to identify key issues needing redress,
channel  their concerns, grievances, and
suggestions to their representatives in government,
and tackle development challenges.



Moreover, under this NED project, NAYMOTE-
PADD uses the services of the local media, mainly
community radio stations in rural areas, to
promote advocacy campaigns on  good
governance, citizens participation in leadership
and create sensitization among community
dwellers through programs aired in the loca
vernaculars. Our outreach teams regularly visit
communities and key locations such as market
places and street corners to conduct democracy
sensitization. During these outreach exercises, we
distribute flyers and posters and display banners
containing messages on different democracy
themes.

EDUCATION FOR PEACE —
ENGENDERING YOUTH PARTICIPATION
IN POST CONFLICT LIBERIA

Under a UNDP Democracy and Civic Education
Empowerment Grant, NAYMOTE-PADD has
launched a project “Education for Peace —
Engendering Y outh Participation in Post Conflict
Liberia’. Through this project, we have expanded
our education for peace, democracy, good
citizenship, participation in governance, leadership
and decision-making campaign to three counties —
Grand Bassa, River Cess and Montserrado.

Through the project, NAYMOTE-PADD has
recruited and trained 18 youth (including a
disabled person) in Montserrado, Grand Bassa and
River Cess counties to conduct sensitization that
would engender increased youth civic and political
participation. These youth would in turn organize
citizens forums, town hall meetings, youth
leadership debates, public outreach campaign and
media advocacy campaigns in their respective
locales. This project will last for six months, and it

is anticipated that, as part of the project’s outputs,
youth in the project locations will exhibit a high
degree of political consciousness, be prepared to
take on leadership roles within their respective
communities, demonstrate good citizenship,
volunteer for community service and demonstrate
a high sense of personal responsibility.

Democracy doesn’t happen on its own.

DEMOCRACY ISLEARNED

Our Nation’'s school and civil society
organizations have the opportunity and
the responsibility to prepare the next
generation of Liberians for Good
Citizenship -NAYMOTE

On November 27, 2006 the Assistant Minister for
Information Services a the Ministry of
Information, Cultural and Tourism, Hon. Gabriel
Williams lectured students of the Monrovia
College and Industrial Training Institute on “The
role of youth in engendering increased youth
participation in  Liberia's  post-conflict
democratic governance programs’. Over 75
students attended this leadership forum, which
was mainly an interactive deliberation.



As part of the NAYMOTE-UNDP project, series
of activities have been planned to educate more
Liberian youth, December 4, 2006 over 100
citizens of Grand Bassa County will meet at the
Superintendent Palace conference room to
participate in an interactive citizens forum; the
President of the Bassa Women Development
Association Mrs. Martha Kangar will serve as lead
discussant on the topic.

“The Challenges and Prospects of Women Effective
Participation in Local Governance, L eadership and
Decision-making” she will also highlights the issue
of Access to Justice and the Right of the Girl Child
to Education”. On December 5, 2006 a town hall
meeting will be conducted at the Yarpah's Town hall
in River Cess County with over 60 participants, mostly
youths, highlighting the issues of citizens
responsibility, youth participation, significance of
volunteerism, and taking the lead in community
development; the youth representative to the National
Superintendents Council Mr. Maxwell Vah will serve
as lead discussant.

Over 80 pieces of the National Civic Education Master
Plan for Liberia have been distributed to communities
and schools; the eight priority areas which include
National Identity and Leadership, Human Rights and
the Right of the Child, Gender and Governance,
Transparency and Accountability, Peace-building and
Reconciliation,  Environmental ~ Protection  and
Conservation, Civics and Government and Voter
Education have been highlighted by our outreach staffs
to students and community residents.

SUSTAINING CIVIC EDUCATION IN POST
CONFLICT LIBERIA

Additionally, NAYMOTE-PADD has kicked off its
civic education campaign in Margibi County under the
United States Government Democracy and Human

Rights Fund (DHRF). Under the project, “Sustaining
Civic Education in Post Conflict Liberid’,
NAYMOTE-PADD has recruited and trained 30 youth
volunteers as civic educators to carry out civic
education activities targeting schools and communities,
these civic education ‘trainers-of-trainers are engaged
in educating youth, students, women and other citizens
on the Liberian Constitution, rights and responsibilities
of citizens in a democracy, participation in decision
making, obligations of elected officials, women
participation in governance, and political tolerance.
The youth volunteers are aso involved in the
distribution of civic education materials to citizens in
the target locations.

Meanwhile, the United States Ambassador, Donald
Booth and other staff of the Embassy will on
December 7, 2006 officialy launched NAYMOTE
public education campaign in the county, the program
will be graced by Margibi County Senior Senator
Clarice Jah, Superintendent Levi Piah, transitiona
leaders, youth/students and women group.

ENGENDERING RESPONSIBLE
CITIZENSHIP-TFD PROJECT

The Taiwan Foundation for Democracy (TFD) is
currently  funding NAYMOTE civic education
activities in two electora districts (1-2) in Bong
County. The project which focused on educating
citizens on their constitutional rights and
responsibilities, the separation of powers amongst the
three branches of government and organizing
community forums that would enhance women civic
and political participation has generated huge debates
between traditional leaders and local community based
organizations as regard the traditiona beliefs that
women are to serve but not to lead. This belief has
denied women participation in many rural communities
including electoral districts number 1 and 2.
NAYMOTE outreach campaign and project activities
have provided great opportunity for women
participation; women are now attending community
meetings and making suggestions to developmental
programs. They are currently engaged in advocacy
campaign on local radio stations debating those issues
that would increase their active participation decision-
making and political process of post conflict Liberia.

This initiative has been welcome by the many rura
residents including the Salala District Commissioner
Mr. James Kerkulah, he has advised NAYMOTE to
extend such program to other rural communities in
Liberia. He strongly believes that this initiative will
improves development in many rural communities.



Citizens in both electoral districts number 1 and 2 are
becoming more tolerant of the opinions of others and
seriousy engaging in community development
initiative. Four community forums and six public
education campaigns have been conducted by
NAYMOTE and local volunteers.

OTHER ACTIVITIES

Democracy requires the involvement of all citizens in
the political life of the state. This can be promoted
through engagements between and amongst citizen
groups to identify barriers to participation and institute
measures, through advocacy and networking, to
remove such barriers and encourage active and
conscious participation of citizens in the democratic
processes.

As part of its effort to strengthen the voices of citizen
groups in various communities within its project
locations, NAYMOTE-PADD has initiated discussions
with 12 youth organizations in 4 counties - Margibi,
Bong, River Cess and Grand Bassa — to establish youth
networks in these counties. Through these networks,
young people can better confront challenging situations

and promote more effective youth participation in
governance.

NAYMOTE-PADD has made a commitment to assist
in building the capacity of these networks through
trainings, materials support and empowerment to
jointly implement NAYMOTE-PADD projects in their
respective communities.

More information regarding NAYMOTE-PADD
activities will be in the January edition of our
newsl etter.
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