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With a high percentage of voters being youths who

formerly the National Youth Movement for Transparent
Elections, as a Liberian civil society organization
contributed immensely to the democratic gains in post
war Liberia through its extensive civic/voter education
activities that helped create a conducive environment for

free, fair and transparent elections in Liberia.

Recognizing the fact that we have a largely illiterate
society, we launched massive electoral outreach
campaigns targeting youth, students and women through
., our school and community outreach campaigns, using
graphically illustrated designed materials including
posters, flyers and banners. These materials were
designed to appeal to the understanding of ordinary
Liberians. Our major activities focused on a “Get Out to
Vote” campaign, respect for different political views,
ete.

The recent 2005 presidential and legislative elections
held in Liberia provide a forum or benchmark for the
evaluation of the electoral processes of a nation
emerging from prolonged civil war and chaos. As could
be expected in a country plagued by a decade-long civil
war, breakdown of social and civic structures, and
absence of the rule of law coupled with the prevalence
of mob justice, there were enormous challenges to
surmount in the process of holding elections.

particularly were key actors during the course of the
civil war, the process of sensitization on the
importance of elections, democracy and voting was
especially difficult. A majority of youths expressed
a lack of confidence in the democratic process
owing to the fact that previous governments had
done nothing to better the lot of these youths and the
Liberian populace at large.
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In the midst of these prevailing situations,
NAYMOTE-PADD recognizing the urgent need to
reach out to these youths in order to ensure that they
vote wisely and based upon the issues that matter,
targeted three populated counties in its civic/ voter
education drive. Communities were stormed using
placards decorated with slogans encouraging youths
to turn out en masse to vote. Local youths who
included former combatants formed a part of the
various outreach campaigns thereby serving as an
example to other residents on the importance of
voting — and voting consciously.

Youth can play meaningful roles in national development if
they are adequately informed and engaged.







